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Koryaks of north-eastern Asia, when the sacred fire-boards, Sacred

roughly carved in human form, are so full  of holes  that

they can no longer be used for the purpose of kindling fire, Koryaks *

they are still kept as holy relics in a shrine near the door
of the house ; and a stranger who observed the respect north-
with which they are treated, but who did not know
their history, might well mistake them for figures of wor-
shipful ancestors and never guess the practical purpose
which they once served as fire-lighters. A Koryak family
regards its sacred fire-board not only as the deity of the
household fire, the guardian of the family hearth, but also
as the guardian of the reindeer, and they call it the " master
of the herd." It is supposed to protect the reindeer from
wolves and from sickness and to prevent the animals from
straying away and being lost. When a reindeer is slaughtered,
the sacred fire-board is taken out and smeared with the
blood. The maritime Koryaks, who do not live by rein-
deer, regard the sacred fire-board as the master of the
underground house and the helper in the hunt of sea-
mammals. They call it " father " and feed it from time to
time with fat, which they smear on its mouth.1 Among
the neighbouring Chuckchees in the north-eastern extremity
of Asia similar ideas and customs obtain in respect of the
fire-boards. These are roughly carved in human form and
personified, almost deified, as the supernatural guardians of
the reindeer. The holes made by drilling in the board are
deemed the eyes of the figure and the squeaking noise pro-
duced by the friction of the fire-drill in the hole is thought
to be its voice. At every sacrifice the mouth of the figure is
greased with tallow or with the marrow of bones. When a
new fire-board is made, it is consecrated by being smeared
with the blood of a slaughtered reindeer, and the owner
says, " Enough ! Take up your abode here ! " Then the
other fire-boards are brought to the same place and set side
by side on the ground. The owner says, " Ho ! these are
your companions. See that I always find easily every kind
of game ! " Next he slaughters another reindeer and says,

of much account" (Dudley Kidd, The      32-36 {Memoir of the American Museum
Essential Kafir ^ p. 23).                           of Natural History \ The Jesup North

Pacific Expedition^ vol.   vi.,   Leyden
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